Some Generalizalions

1. Commercial countrv music did originate in the @mggic@n
Soulh, but many of its rools were nalional, Today it is an
international music, bufl distinctly bouthern in its FOHHOfdiJOﬂ.

Z. The Anglo-Cellic music that most consider ils primary
source was nol uniquely Southern; il existed virtually everywhere
English-speaking people had seitiled,

g, Some con:@mporazy lvrics still fealure elemenis of ploi,
much as tales and stories do. This Ilinks them to story sondgs and
bhallads that opnce thrived in rural, English-speaking America.

4. Due Lo piavery’'s sway, Che mosl uniguely Soulhern aspecl
of coyntry miisic-—other than Jits commercial base--dervivas [rom
the African—influenced songs of the lowland South., Commercial
Gountry has beep considerably more while in its fan-base Lhan in
ihe music.

A, T6s thematic fouondation is rural-vs.-urban, Nearly all
sgume a vague yvel powerful sei of values, called
rooied in romaniic versions of rustic values.

L)

SGQidl.Q&dwa.Wéhﬁ pavx—nua—pxoud ﬁﬂﬂbbﬁ! QﬂQUJéﬂg Lhemen ,Th;s
is not and has nol been Lhe mwusic of big-shots. It has especial-
1y spoken for working-class whites who assume a condition ideniti-
fied by historian James Gregory as "plain-folks Americanism, "

7. Nashvilile is and has for five decades been [he heari of
this music's busipness. Ti is noi, however, iis spiritual core.
The lalier can be found in the liveg of hard working people
everywhete, and perhavs al Lhe churches and honky lonks, the
Frodeos and moaster bruck raliies where Lhey gather,

8. As was frie of fhe region thal spawned ii, much of this
Mg e ftas Deen counifer—cullural for It has revealed pootles
Jnneliaehb,,dnd more Lﬂdﬂ é LLLLJe_degpeﬁdpiom,Lu {he ﬂmerfndﬂ
D8 vehie, i has by no means been Lhe anthem of a conlenited peo-
nle.

G, California has been involved from ithe start, bul il hasg
provided primarvily an enthusiastic, heterogeneous audience, as
well as aliendant professional opporiuniiies, bul pol much home-—
grown taleal: For every native Ilike CIi

ie Stone or Wesley
Tutiie or Merle Haggard Lhere have bhaen s

cores of Lransplanis
such as Rose Maddox or Buck Owens or Dwighf Yoakam,

10. Whai historian James Gregory calls The Soulhern Diaspor
aneryized songs and spread Che audience for commercial couniry
wusic ip Lhe Tweniielh ceafury. Parlt of ihe eqress, ithe Okie
Migra icular, had

Lion of Lhe 19205, '30s, and '40s, in parii
effaect in California.




